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NACB President's Report 

  

Michael Bennett 

President 

I hope that you have all enjoyed a great summer. It’s hard to believe that we are now into the Fall. The seasons change 

came home to me a few days ago when all of the college Freshmen began to arrive here at Penn and the streets around 

the medical center were suddenly full of large minivans full of  students, their parents and the student’s survival 

essentials and also adding time to my commute. 

I also hope that many of you did have an opportunity to get to Houston for this year’s AACC Annual Meeting and for 

those of you who were able to attend the NACB Awards Luncheon I hope that you found the changed format to be 

preferable. I thought that it would be an excellent idea to hold the business meeting early in the proceedings so that 

most Fellows could be there. In the recent past there had been a tendency for numbers to dwindle as we all have so 

many commitments at the Annual Meeting. The attendance at the luncheon was higher than we have seen in previous 

years and the dining room atmosphere was delightfully vibrant. Personally, I was also very pleased that the loss of the 

top table seemed to have worked very well  with more room for Fellows to meet each other and opportunities to interact 

with your elected officials who were spread out across the dining room. The Board is, as always, very happy to get 

feedback from Academy Fellows so if you have any thoughts regarding how those changes worked for you, don’t 

hesitate to let myself or Stefanie Kleinman, our staff liaison know. 

For those who were not present at the Awards Luncheon, the results of the election were announced at the membership 

meeting. Barbara Goldsmith will be President-Elect in 2014, Alison Woodworth and Paul Jannetto were elected as Board 

Members for 2014-2016 and Anthony Butch, Bernard Cook and Ross Molinaro were elected to the Nominating Committee 

to serve 2014-2016. Congratulations to the successful candidates and a big thank you to all candidates for being willing 

to serve the Academy. 



The next major NACB-sponsored event is the 30th Annual Arnold O Beckman Conference to be held in Atlanta on 

November 5th. The meeting is being held in conjunction with the American Society of Nephrology and the theme of the 

meeting is “ Novel biomarkers of kidney disease: False dreams or new horizon”. Details can be found on the AACC 

website. 

At the time of writing, the final details for NACB’s Standard Operating Procedures for the production of LMPG’s  are being 

worked out. Following the posting of the draft of the SOP on our website, there were a number of suggestions from 

Fellows to improve the final document. I would like to thank everyone for participating in this important process. The 

Board of Directors also approved an update to the NACB Board Manual to keep our policies and procedures in line with 

the NACB and AACC mission. We are also working on proposals for educational sessions at the next Annual Meeting in 

Chicago. The other important news item is that the NACBlog has been renamed NACB Scientific Shorts. The principle is 

the same but the Blog committee and the Board felt that rebranding would encourage more input from Fellows. So don’t 

hesitate to contribute a scientific short and maintain this important NACB product. 

I would like to finish by reiterating my thanks for the support of a great Board of Directors and to all Academy Fellows. 

We are in great shape. 

Michael J. Bennett PhD, FRCPath, FACB, DABCC 

President, 2013 

 

 

NACB Annual Meeting Activities 

NACB Activities at the AACC 2013 Annual Meeting held in Houston, July 2013. 

There were numerous NACB activities at the AACC Annual Meeting in Houston. These were as follows: 

NACB-sponsored Symposium 

A symposium developed in cooperation with the NACB and the Critical and Point-of-Care Testing Division was presented 

at the annual meeting, entitled: "Coagulation Analysis by Viscoelastography — Is There a Point-of-Care Clinical 

Application?" The symposium was presented by Drs. Brad Karon and Mark Ereth. 

Abstracts selected for oral presentation 

Each year, the Annual Meeting Organizing Committee reviews accepted abstracts and chooses, with the help of NACB, 

presenters of abstracts that will also give an oral presentations. This year, abstracts selected for oral presentation were 

in three categories: 

 Chronic Diseases and Clinical Outcomes 

 New Trends in the Diagnosis and Monitoring of Inflammatory Response 

 Advances in Personalized Medicine 

A list of the presenters and topics may be found in "Spotlight on Science" in the July 2013 Clinical Laboratory News, 

Volume 39, Number 7. 

NACB Awards Luncheon 



The NACB Awards Luncheon was held on Wednesday, July 31 

The luncheon recognized NACB's 2013 major award winners: 

 Shirley Welch, PhD, DABCC, FACB - Professor Alvin Dubin Award for Outstanding Contributions to the Profession 

and the Academy 
 Dina Greene, PhD, DABCC, FACB - George Grannis Award for Excellence in Research and Scientific Publication 

 Gregory Tsongalis, PhD, DABCC, FACB - AACC/NACB Award for Outstanding Contributions to Clinical Chemistry in 

a Selected Area of Research 

Original announcements and descriptions of these awards were given in the most recent NACB newsletter. 

Additionally, winners of the 2013 NACB Distinguished Abstract Awards were recognized. There were 38 awards given, 

with 20 originating from 10 countries outside of the U.S. A list of the authors and topics is given on the AACC website. 

New NACB Fellows were introduced. As of the meeting, a total of 19 new NACB Fellows had been accepted since the 

summer of 2012. Please welcome the following newFellows to NACB: 

Junaid Mahmood Alam, PhD 

John Alsobrook, PhD 

M. Rabie AI-Turkmani, PhD 

Hikmet Hakan Aydin, PhD 

Ruben Bonilla-Guerrero, MD  

Raffick Bowen, PhD 

Sarah Brown, PhD 

Sutirtha Chakraborthy, MD  

Li-Sheng Chen, PhD 

Steven Cotton, PhD 

Robert Dixon, PhD  

Brian Kelly, PhD  

Altaf Kandkar, PhD  

Chia-Ni Lin, PhD  

Jessie Shih, PhD  

Michael Smith, PhD  

AbdulRazaq Sokoro, PhD  

Jim Yan, PhD  

Barbara Zehnbauer, PhD 

Photographs from the Awards Luncheon are posted at AACC's website. 

http://www.aacc.org/members/nacb/Newsletters/2013/Spring/Pages/2013_Award_Winners.aspx
http://www.aacc.org/members/nacb/Awards/Pages/Dist_Abstract.aspx
http://www.aacc.org/members/nacb/Pages/2013-NACB-AM-Photo.aspx

