
Fall 2011 

President’s Report 

 

Dr. Whitley reviews the NACB’s activities so far 

this year and reports upon some upcoming 

events.    

NACB Luncheon and Awards Ceremony July 2011  

 

NACB hosted a very successful and well-attended 
luncheon and awards ceremony at the AACC 

Annual Meeting in Atlanta, GA, in July 2011. This 
article contains a brief summary of the event.    

NACB Instills 27 New Fellows  

 

NACB is pleased to welcome 27 new Fellows—a 
list of which is contained in this piece.    

NACB 2011 Awards  

 

A number of awards were presented at this year’s 

NACB luncheon and awards ceremony in Atlanta, 
GA, July 2011. Meet this year’s award winners.    

NACB Election Results and New Board Members 

 

NACB is pleased to announce the results of the 
election. Meet your officers and new board 

members now.    

Photos of the NACB Luncheon and the Videotape of the Awards 

Announcement Available Online  

Photos and a video from July 2011 NACB events in Atlanta, GA, are now 

available online for your viewing pleasure.    

List Your Scientific Expertise in the AACC Membership Directory  

 

Wondering how you can help NACB and AACC? 
List your scientific expertise in the membership 

directory so that project leaders can identify 
experts, such as you, when they are needed.    

NACBLOG Provides a Platform for Fellows to Speak Out on 
Laboratory Issues  

 

Learn more about NACB’s blog and how you can 

become an author. Write a post or share your 
comments now!    

NACB Implements Dues Increase for 2012  

The Academy has made significant contributions to the practice of 
laboratory medicine through its free online Laboratory Medicine Practice 

Guideline publications, weekly NACBLOG discussions, Annual Meeting 

distinguished abstracts program, and annual awards. It recently announced 
that there would be a dues increase for 2012.    
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NACB President’s Report - September 2011 
 

 

Ronald J. Whitley, PhD, DABCC, FACB 
President 

Thanks to all who joined us in Atlanta for the 2011 Annual Meeting! It was my honor, on behalf of the Academy, to 

announce recipients of this year’s NACB Distinguished Abstract Awards during Tuesday’s Plenary Session at the Georgia 

World Congress Center. This year 30 abstracts were selected for distinction, which represented the work of scientists 

from around the world with more than half from outside the U.S.   

 

I hope you found time during the AM week to visit the poster sessions and congratulate our ‘blue ribbon’ winners. Some 

of these distinguished abstracts were also selected for 15-minute oral presentations during the afternoon symposium 

titled ‘What’s Novel in Biomarkers?’ I must admit to being a huge fan of oral presentations. To be sure, poster 

presentations are efficient and allow authors to meet informally with interested viewers. However, they frequently 

deprive observers of hearing the thoughts/questions/responses of others, and they lack the excitement (and tension!) of 

having the investigator present and defend the work before a large audience. I will encourage our Annual Meeting 

Organizing Committee, or AMOC, to provide this valuable opportunity again in 2012 to as many investigators as 

possible.  

 

Our annual Awards Luncheon was a sold-out event this year! We began by celebrating our transition from an 

independent body to one that functions as the Academy of the AACC. To commemorate the occasion, we gifted 

attendees with a 2 GB flash drive inscribed with our Academy logo. We also installed 27 new Fellows into the Academy 

and honored all of our awards recipients. Be sure to visit the NACB website and view some photos of this 

event:http://www.aacc.org/members/nacb/Pages/default.aspx 

 

In my spring newsletter, I reported on the continuing efforts of your NACB leadership to ensure that the Academy 

remains strong and effective. So how are we doing?   

 

NACBLOG. The launch of our NACBLOG in January was a huge success and has proved to be an excellent platform for  

http://www.aacc.org/members/nacb/Pages/default.aspx


 

presenting opinions and current scientific information on a variety of lab issues. But we still need your help! With a new 

topic being posted every Tuesday, we are looking to you, our Fellows, for topics and authors. So ‘come ‘blog with us’, 

and be sure to thank our editorial board (Patti Jones, Mary Lou Gantzer, Bill Winter, and Alison Woodworth) for their 

outstanding efforts.  

 

Searchable Database.  As the AACC Academy, the NACB will increasingly tap its Fellows for active duty in a variety of 

ways:  serving on advisory groups, representing the Academy on AACC committees, offering advice on position 

papers/statements, representing AACC on committees of other professional societies, and helping with other strategic 

initiatives. But how will your interests and expertise be identified? Answer: by using the AACC online membership 

directory as our database. Your name, address and contact information have already been placed in this searchable 

database, but we need for you to add your personal bio. So I’m calling on ALL Academy Fellows to update their 

directory information with a biographical sketch as soon as possible. Be sure to incorporate specific areas of 

interest and expertise in your bio. Here is a link to the membership directory to get your 

started: http://direct.aacc.org/directories/aaccbrowseby.aspx  

 

Education. Our proposal for a 2013 Beckman Conference on “Renal Markers” was approved last month by the PCC 

(Program Coordinating Committee). Since collaboration with other professional societies is a key strategic initiative, we 

will attempt to recruit a clinical association (such as the American Society of Nephrology) as a program co-sponsor. Many 

thanks to Mary Lou Gantzer for initiating this proposal...she will serve as conference chair. NACB has also submitted two 

timely proposals to the 2012 Los Angeles AMOC for half-day symposia: 1) “State-of-the-art and frontiers in clinical 

decision support systems”, moderated by Doug Stickle; and 2) “Effective implementation of expert decision support for 

system monitoring dashboards and rules-based autovalidation/autorelease of laboratory results”, chaired by Ken Blick.  

 

Clinical Practice. The Academy continues to evolve processes for preparing and publishing its Laboratory Medicine 

Practice Guidelines, or LMPGs. These guidelines have been our signature program, and revision of the LMPG SOP is a 

priority task of the Evidence-Based Laboratory Medicine Committee. Other methods exist for identifying/reviewing the 

evidence for effective lab medicine practices, and 15 of your NACB leaders participated in an interactive workshop this 

summer to better understand CDC's methods for its systematic reviews. Many thanks to Rob Christensen, Paul Epner, the 

CDC/Battelle folks, and our NACB staff (Penny Jones and Betsy Garman) for organizing this work session on short 

notice.  

 

No matter how you cut it, gathering and reviewing evidence for a LMPG requires considerable time and effort from our 

volunteers. For this reason, the Board feels there is a place for papers that address issues of a more limited scope, that 

reflect the views of selected content experts, and that can be produced in a matter of months. We're referring to these 

white papers as 'Expert Opinion Statements', and we will need your help in producing them. Stay tuned for further 

developments this fall.    

 

Ronald J. Whitley, PhD. DABCC, FACB 

 

 

 

http://direct.aacc.org/directories/aaccbrowseby.aspx


NACB Luncheon and Awards Ceremony July 2011 

The NACB luncheon and awards ceremony was held during the AACC national meeting in Atlanta, GA, on Wednesday, 

July 27. Flash drives with the NACB logo were given as gifts to all attendees in recognition of completion of the merger 

between NACB and AACC. NACB President Dr. Ron Whitley greeted all guests including Dr. Ann Gronowski, President of 

AACC; Dr. Corrine Fantz, President of ABCC; and Dr. Elizabeth Frank, President of ComACC. Past NACB presidents and 

winners of distinguished abstract awards were recognized. Dr. Whitley reviewed current affairs of the Academy, including 

the diabetes LMPG published in May, the Arnold O. Beckman Conference, and the NACB Blog. Dr. Stephen Kahn was 

recognized for his efforts in making the Beckman conference a great success.  

 

Selection of attendees at the 2011 NACB Luncheon and Awards Ceremony 

  

  

  

 

 



NACB Instills 27 New Fellows 

NACB is pleased to report that 27 new NACB 

Fellows were installed in July 2011. In the 

words of Dr. Whitley at the NACB luncheon 

in Atlanta, "We welcome you into the 

fellowship of the National Academy of 

Clinical Biochemistry. We are a community 

of scientists who hold in common a 

commitment to excellence in research, 

scholarship, and service to the profession. 

We welcome you as a colleague and a friend 

and invite you to join us in advancing 

laboratory medicine and improving patient 

care. Congratulations." 

New NACB Fellows Who Attended NACB 

Luncheon and Awards Ceremony July 2011 

List of new NACB Fellows, 2011 

Nikolina Babic, PhD 

Pritish Bhattacharyya, MD 

Yu Chen, MD, PhD 

Alex Chin, PhD 

Farah Eghlim-Irani, PhD 

Gannareddy Girish, PhD 

Kenneth Hoekstra, PhD 

Thomas Houts, PhD 

T. Scott Isbell, PhD 

Paul Jannetto, PhD 

Adil Khan, PhD 

Hong-Kee Lee, PhD 

Danni Meany, PhD 

Michael Nicar, PhD 

Olajumoke Oladipo, MD 

M. Laura Parnas, PhD 

Jon Peterson, PhD 

Amrik Sahota, PhD 

Marion Snyder, PhD 

Pamela Steele, PhD 

Cristiana Stefan Bodea, PhD 

Stephen Suffin, MD 

Huy Tran, MBBS 

Nam Tran, PhD 

Nurtay Urdabayev, PhD 

Nadarajen Vydelingum, PhD 

Xiaochun Zhang, MD, PhD 

 



 

NACB 2011 Awards 

Dr. Whitley recognized Abbott Diagnostics and Siemens Healthcare Diagnostics as longstanding supporters of NACB’s 

Awards Programs. Dr. Norm Wald from Abbott and Dr. Mary Lou Gantzer from Siemens Diagnostics were recognized and 

thanked for their support.     

Dr. David Koch introduced NACB’s major awards: 

AACC-NACB AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS TO CLINICAL CHEMISTRY IN A SELECTED AREA 

OF RESEARCH  
This year’s award went to world renowned cancer researcher Dr. Peter Nowell of the University of Pennsylvania. Dr. 

Nowell was unable to receive the award in person. However, he sent his regards and sincere thanks. 

ALVIN DUBIN AWARD 

This award recognizes contributions to the profession and the 
Academy by a member of NACB.  The 2011 Alvin Dubin Award 

was given to Dr. Susan Evans. Dr. Evans is vice president of 
corporate strategic planning at Beckman Coulter. She is very 

well known to all in NACB and AACC for exactly the reasons 

that this award is given! 

 

  Dr. David Koch with Dubin award winner, Dr. Susan Evans 

 

GEORGE GRANNIS AWARD 
This award is given for excellence in research and 

scientific publication by a young investigator. It is 
sponsored by NACB and the Ohio Valley Local 

Section. Dr. Bonny Lewis Van presented the award to Dr. 

Maria Diamandis Pasic, who is currently a Clinical Fellow 
at the University of Toronto. 

Dr. Bonny Lewis Van with Grannis award winner, Dr. Maria Diamandis Pasic   

Dr. Whitley then presented the NACB president’s medal to our 

current President-elect, Dr. Stanley Lo, and plaques of 
recognition to past-president Dr. Robert Murray, and to Dr. 

Lori Sokoll and Dr. William Winter who served on the NACB 
Board during the years 1608 to 2010. In addition, Dr. William 

Winter and Dr. James Faix were recognized by Dr. Whitley 
and the NACB for having the most popular NACBLOG posts in 

2011. 

 



  Dr. Ronald Whitley with President-Elect Dr. Stanley Lo 

  

Dr. Ronald Whitley with Past President Dr. Robert Murray Dr. Ronald Whitley with Dr. Lori Sokoll 

Dr. Elizabeth Frank presented the ComACC service award to 
Dr. Khosrow Adeli, the training program Director at the 

University of Toronto. 

 

  Dr. Elizabeth Frank with Dr. Khosrow Adeli 

 

 

 

 

Photos of the NACB Luncheon and the Videotape of the Awards 

Announcement Available Online 

It was wonderful that so many NACB members were able to attend the events in Atlanta during the AACC Annual 

Meeting.  On Tuesday of that meeting, we announced the distinguished abstract awards prior to the plenary session, and 

on Wednesday that same week, we had a full house at the luncheon in honor of our new Fellows and award 

recipients.  Whether you were in attendance or had to miss the events, you can look at some photos of the luncheon and 

the videotape of the awards announcement. 

 

They’re posted in the right hand column of the NACB web page 

athttp://www.aacc.org/members/nacb/Pages/default.aspx. 

We hope you’ll join us at next year’s awards luncheon in Los Angeles. 

 

http://www.aacc.org/members/nacb/Pages/default.aspx


 

NACB Election Results and New Board Members 

The NACB luncheon and awards ceremony in Atlanta, GA, was followed by the NACB annual membership meeting. 

Election results were announced as follows: 

President –Elect: 2012 

 
Michael Bennett, PhD 

Treasure: Term 2013-2014 

 
William Clarke, PhD 

Board of Directors: Term 2012-2014 

 
J.Rex Astles, PhD 
 

Board of Directors: Term 2012-2014 

 
Donald Wiebe, PhD 

Nominating Committee:  Term 

2012—2013 

 
Robert Murray, PhD (chair in 2013) 

Nominating Committee:  Term 

2012—2013 

 
Amitava Dasgupta, PhD 

 
Nominating Committee:  Term 

2012—2013 

 
David Armbruster, PhD 

  



 

NACB Asks You to List Your Scientific Expertise in the AACC 

Membership Directory 

In its role as the AACC Academy, NACB may be asked to identify scientists with specific 

expertise to serve on various projects. So, we need a way to find Fellows by areas of 

expertise. For starters, we’re going to experiment with using the AACC online membership 

directory as our database. The biography listing in your record is searchable. We therefore 

encourage you to enter some keywords regarding your specific expertise in the AACC 

membership directory. 

 

 

NACBLOG Provides a Platform for Fellows to Speak Out on 

Laboratory Issues 

The NACBLOG has had more than 26,000 hits since it launched its weekly posts in January.  In addition to prompting 

discussion on a diverse collection of laboratory issues, here are some examples of the praise it’s received from readers: 

“This was an interesting and thought provoking post. Bravo!” 

“This is a very informative blog and I look forward to reading the NACBLOG in the future.” 

“A very nice discussion on this obscure topic.” 

“This topic is by no means trivial; thanks for putting it in the spotlight.” 

“This article serves the scientific community …[showing] that all that is being measured in the clinical chemistry lab still is 

not well defined, standardized, traceable and commutable.” 

The Academy invites you to add your voice to the blog. Write a post or add a comment. Whatever your challenges, 

issues, or concerns, you’ll find common ground with other  laboratory professionals.  To submit a 3-4 paragraph post, 

send the text, a short bio, and your photo to Penny Jones at pjones@aacc.org. All posts will be reviewed by the 

NACBLOG Editorial Board prior to publication. 

NACBLOG Editorial Board 

Patti Jones, PhD, Chair 

Mary Lou Gantzer, PhD 

William Winter, MD 

Alison Woodworth, PhD 

mailto:pjones@aacc.org


 

NACB Implements Dues Increase for 2012 

NACB announced at its annual awards luncheon in July that there would be a dues increase of $20 for 2012—bringing 

the cost of membership to $80. NACB dues have remained unchanged for the past 20 years but during that time the 

Academy has made significant contributions to the practice of laboratory medicine through its free online Laboratory 

Medicine Practice Guideline publications, weekly NACBLOG discussions, Annual Meeting distinguished abstracts program, 

and annual awards. As the Academy of AACC, NACB has increasing opportunities to advance laboratory science and the 

expertise of Academy Fellows is increasingly valued and in demand. This dues increase will support the Academy’s efforts 

to continue existing activities and explore new leadership opportunities. Additional information about NACB membership 

can be found here. 

 

http://www.aacc.org/members/nacb/pages/default.aspx

